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1I_1 . (C/NF)  The  GOA  is  broadly  supportive  of  the  proposal  to 
increase  the  Afghan  National  Army  (ANA) , according  to  Shane 
Flanagan,  Executive  Officer,  Afghanistan,  Pakistan, 

Bangladesh  and  West  Asia  Section  of  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Trade  (DFAT).  Flanagan  expressed  the  appreciation 
of  the  GOA  for  U.S.  leadership  in  Afghanistan  and  acknowleged 
the  goal  to  strengthen  national  institutions  such  as  the  ANA, 
as  critical  to  stabilizing  the  country.  He  observed  that 
Australia  is  not  a member  of  the  Joint  Coordination  Board 
where  the  vote  to  increase  the  ANA  will  be  taken,  although 
Australia  was  an  observer  to  a Board  meeting  held  earlier  in 
Tokyo.  He  advised  that  before  Australia  can  consider 
participation  in  the  multidonor  trust  fund,  the  GOA  welcomes 
additional  information  on  the  management  of  the  fund,  as  well 
as  how  it  will  be  coordinated  with  the  Combined  Security 
Transition  Command  Afghanistan  (CSTCA).  Post  requests 
Department  guidance  on  these  points. 

VZ . (C/NF)  Flanagan  advised  that  Australia  will  deploy  its 
Operational  Mentor  and  Liaison  Team  (OMLT)  in  Oruzgan 
Province  in  November  2008.  He  reiterated  two  points  from  a 
NATO  briefing  on  OMLTs  held  in  Canberra  on  July  9,  2008.  The 
briefing  cautioned  that  increases  in  the  ANA  would 
necessitate  additional  OMLTs,  and  that  to  the  extent  OMLTs 
are  used  to  train  the  Afghan  National  Police  (ANP),  they  will 
draw  OMLT  resources  away  from  training  the  ANA.  The  GOA 
wishes  to  draw  our  attention  to  these  potential  pressures  on 
OMLT  resources. 
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